
 

Get ready for MA Wildlife Filmmaking 
 

As your Programme Leader, I’m thrilled to warmly welcome you onto MA Wildlife 

Filmmaking. Congratulation on gaining an offer of a place – I hope that you are looking 

forward to joining our postgraduate community at the School of Arts, UWE Bristol.  

I have provided some information below that will help you to prepare for starting with us 

this September, do read through it carefully and if you have any questions at all, do get in 

touch. 

 

 

 

Peter Venn 

Programme Leader 

peter.venn@uwe.ac.uk  

 

 

Before you start 

The Programme Team are looking forward to welcoming you onto campus in the week 

commencing 22nd September for the beginning of your programme.  

Your full timetable will be available to you via MYUWE (login required) once you have 

started the registration process. Please visit the ‘Understanding your teaching timetable’ 

website to find out when your timetable will be published. 

Starting Block is a UWE Bristol initiative that can help you settle into university and get to 

know our campus, digital resources, and support services. We will help you find your way 

around, get used to our systems, and practice the skills you need to make a strong start 

once we meet you, too. 

 
Preparing and arrival 

You can find everything you need to know about registration, Starting Block and the start of 

teaching, on our Preparing and Arrival webpage. Take a look at our website to familiarise 

yourself with our facilities and services such as the library, study skills, academic support, 

health and wellbeing support and much more. 
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Registration  

Once you have satisfied all admissions requirements, we'll send you your login details for 

our IT systems to enable you to activate your university email account. Once your account 

has been activated, you’ll gain access to the MYUWE platform where you can register. Note 

that your login details for MYUWE are different to those used for the UWE Welcome website. 

Registration for September programmes will only be open from August onwards. You can 

find guidance and further information on our Registration website.  

 
ID card - upload your photo now 

We can only print your ID card if you have added your photo to MYUWE. To avoid delays, 

upload your photo as soon as you receive login details. For help, go to our student card 

guidance.   

 

Engage with your programme 

There are four activities we want you to engage with before you arrive on campus, as listed 

below: 

1 Start your learning  

To succeed within your chosen programme, you will need to think critically about key issues 

and practices within the discipline. To help you to enhance these skills and be ready to 

engage with your studies, you should start to research your subject before you arrive. You 

might also explore the Library webpages to see the wide range of resources available to you 

once you become a UWE Bristol student. 

 

2 Read around your subject  

Your first module on the MA Wildlife Filmmaking is called Stories on Screen: The Natural 

World. The suggested reading for this module is listed below, and you may wish to access 

some of these texts prior to your arrival. Whilst these books are in our library, you may be 

able to locate them elsewhere or want to buy one or more for yourself. Used copies can 

sometimes be found online: 

• Bernard, Shelia C. (2011) Documentary Storytelling: Creative Nonfiction on Screen. 
Focal Press. 

• Olsen, Randy (2015) Houston, We Have a Narrative. University of Chicago Press. 

• Yorke, John (2014) Into the Woods: How Stories Work and Why We Tell Them. 
Penguin. 

 

 

 

https://my.uwe.ac.uk/
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/preparing-and-arrival/registration
https://newmy.uwe.ac.uk/yourinfo
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/myuwe-guidance/your-info#studentcard
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/myuwe-guidance/your-info#studentcard
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/library


3 Position yourself 

There two tasks are designed to help you arrive onto your postgraduate programme with a 

developing sense of purpose – and both will be discussed in the first weeks of your time on 

campus: 

(i) Prepare a 250-500 word statement that details your ambition for postgraduate study. 

This may include comment on why you have chosen the programme; the career trajectory 

you anticipate following your studies; how you imagine the year might stretch or challenge 

you; what excites you about the opportunities available; any creative or professional 

influences, ideas or techniques you wish to pursue. You could describe this brief summary 

as your ‘manifesto’ for study – a framework that will inevitably evolve during your creative 

development. This will help initiate a conversation at the start of the Creative Professional 

Contexts module.  

(ii) Write a clear and concise paragraph (or two) for a short-form film idea that might 

represent a feasible production for your final postgraduate module. You don’t need detailed 

information, just clarity on how you see this idea translating into film. What will we see? 

What’s the beginning, middle, and end? This idea should fit with our programme production 

schedule, which means filming no earlier than the end of April and not later than early July. 

Lead time for film concepts is crucial to your developing storytelling skills. While they may 

change, much can be learned from articulating and interrogating ideas (even if they do not 

end up being produced); the developmental discussion is an essential part of the 

documentary process. 

 

4 Connect with others 

The Programme Leader will introduce you to your peer group via email, soon after the final 

cohort has been confirmed. Typically, students on the programme then arrange a series of 

informal online meetings to chat. When possible, the Programme Leader will arrange to 

meet the group online ahead of the course start date. In addition, we recommend you 

connect with alumni of the programme through their social media accounts.  

 

Be prepared 
 

Access support 

Check the information on our Disability web pages so you know what you need to do. If you 

need any urgent additional mobility or other support to fully access all activities during your 

studies, contact me as your programme leader. 

 

Get equipped  

The University has computers on all our campuses for you to use during your 

studies. These provide access to our core digital learning tools and any specialist 

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/health-and-wellbeing/get-disability-support


software required for your course. You may have scheduled sessions in computer labs or 

other specialist facilities, and you will be able to use open-access PCs for self-study.  

UWE Bristol licenses many specialist software packages for use on personal laptops for the 

duration of your course.  If you’re struggling to meet the financial demands of your course, 

please contact the Student Money Service team for advice and guidance.  

See the UWE website for detailed information on choosing your IT equipment including 
recommended specifications.  

 

For this programme we recommend the Enhanced Specification. 

 

You will need a laptop and external hard drives as you undertake this programme. Should 

you need to source or replace these, we suggest you wait until joining the programme to 

get full advice on appropriate specification. 

 

International students  

The Global Student Support Team offer information and advice to ensure you receive all the 
support you need to get the best from your time at UWE Bristol. They are here to help you 
to settle in when you first arrive at UWE Bristol and organise social events to help you to 
adapt to your new environment. 

 
 
Who to contact if you have questions 

For any questions about the programme, starting your studies at UWE, or the above 
information, please do contact me directly and I’d be happy to help:  

Peter Venn, peter.venn@uwe.ac.uk  

 

Please note: this information has been provided on the assumption that you will meet the 
conditions of your offer and be eligible to take up your place. 
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