
 
 

Get ready for BA(Hons) Illustration 
 
I hope that you are looking forward to starting at UWE Bristol. As your Programme Leader, I 
warmly welcome you onto the BA(Hons) Illustration Programme. 
 
I have provided some information below that will help you to prepare for starting with us. I 
look forward to meeting you. 
 

Dr. Stephanie Black 
Programme Leader 
 
 

 

Before you start 

We are looking forward to welcoming you in the week commencing 15 September for 
Starting Block and the beginning of your programme.  
 
Starting Block will help you settle into university and to help you get to know your teaching 
team and course mates. We will help you find your way around, get used to our systems, 
and practice the skills you need to make a strong start. Look out for further emails and 
explore the Starting Block website with more details.  
 
Your timetable will be available to you via MYUWE (login required) once you have started 
the registration process. Please visit the ‘Understanding your teaching timetable’ website to 
find out when your timetable will be published.  

 
Preparing and arrival 

You can find everything you need to know about registration, Starting Block and the start of 
teaching, on our Preparing and Arrival webpage. Take a look at our website to familiarise 
yourself with our facilities and services such as the library, study skills, academic support, 
health and wellbeing support and much more. 
 
Registration  
Once you have satisfied all admissions requirements, we'll send you your login details for 
our IT systems to enable you to activate your university email account. Once your account 
has been activated, you’ll gain access to the MYUWE platform where you can register. Note 
that your login details for MYUWE are different to those used for the UWE Welcome website. 
Registration for September programmes will only be open from August onwards. You can 
find guidance and further information on our Registration website.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/starting-block
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/term-dates/timetables
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/term-dates/timetables
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uwe.ac.uk%2Flife%2Fpreparing-and-arrival&data=02%7C01%7CSarah3.Knight%40uwe.ac.uk%7C1ea4d9649fa34c1b821808d82a2b7931%7C07ef1208413c4b5e9cdd64ef305754f0%7C0%7C0%7C637305713491380357&sdata=BeS0ec8E6cUd4%2B4F0l94pXug%2FowgtOOM7ve5MZ7Lj2A%3D&reserved=0
https://www1.uwe.ac.uk/library/
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/study-support/study-skills
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/academic-information
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/health-and-wellbeing
https://my.uwe.ac.uk/
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/preparing-and-arrival/registration


ID card - upload your photo now 
We can only print your ID card if you have added your photo to MYUWE. To avoid delays, 

upload your photo as soon as you receive login details. For help, go to our student card 

guidance. 

 

 

Engage with your programme 

Start your learning  

Prepare for you programme by completing the Course Preparation/Summer 
Project. 

 
• Explore and record your summertime using any variety or combination 

of media. Gather the resulting visual information in at least one 
sketchbook. 

 
• Create a piece of work, using any media of your choice, which 

explores and presents the themes and observations of this period. 

 
• The final piece of work can be anything from a drawing, a book/zine, 

3D, moving image to animation. The choice is yours. 

 
• Please create a blog or website and upload the final work and 

supporting pages from your sketchbooks, ready for the start of the 
course. Please see suggested online resources for building your 
Illustration blog or website. 

 
• Create your blog 

 

• Start your website 

Once you have created your blog or website and uploaded your summer project, we would 
like you to select 10 images from your application portfolio/sketchbooks and upload them 
into a separate section of your site, labelled ‘Portfolio Selection’. 

The Illustration team look forward to seeing you and the results of your summer exploits. 
 
Read around your subject  

A key skill which is required to achieve a high level of success within your chosen 

programme is the ability to think critically about key issues and practices. To help you to 

enhance these skills and be ready to engage with your studies, you should start to read and 

research around your subject before you arrive. Explore the Library web pages to see the 

wide range of resources available to you once you become a UWE Bristol student.  

Here are some of our recommended titles for you to read, to be inspired by and to 

understand the scope of your degree programme:  

• Heller S and Arisman M, The education of an Illustrator, New York: Allworth 
Press (2000) 

• Bossert J Editorial Illustration: step by step techniques, London: Rotovision (1997) 

• Howard R Illustrators Bible, London: Watson-Guptill Publications (1993) 

https://newmy.uwe.ac.uk/yourinfo
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/myuwe-guidance/your-info#studentcard
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/myuwe-guidance/your-info#studentcard
https://www.blogger.com/about/?bpli=1
https://wordpress.com/
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/library


• Hyland A and Bell R, Hand to Eye: contemporary Illustration, London: 
Laurence King (2003) 

• Noble I, Picture Perfect: new fusions in Illustration and image making, 
London: Rotovision (2003) 

• Schirato T and Webb J, Understanding the visual, London: Sage (2004) 

• Zeegan L and Roberts C, Fifty Years of Illustration, London: Lawrence King (2014) 

• Rees R and Blechman N, How to be an Illustrator, London: Lawrence King (2014) 

Journals: 

• 3x3 

• Varoom 
• Creative Review 

• Eye Magazine 

Please search online for used copies. 

 

Visual Culture 

Each year, as part of your programme of study you will be taking a Visual Culture module. 

These modules will introduce you to key contexts, concepts and debates that are relevant to 

all art and design practices. Visual Culture sessions will develop your critical thinking, 

research and communication skills, all of which will feed your studio work and all of which 

are fundamental to you becoming a successful creative practitioner. 

 
Preparatory reading 

Hooks, Bell (2010) 'Teaching 1: Critical Thinking', Teaching Critical Thinking: Practical 

Wisdom, Oxon: Routledge, pp. 7-11. Available here 

 
Connect with others 

Keep a keen eye on the UWE Illustration Instagram account for updates and activities 

 

Be prepared 
 
Access support 

Check the information on our Disability web pages so you know what you need to do. If you 

need any urgent additional mobility or other support to fully access all activities during your 

studies, contact me as your programme leader. 

  

Get equipped  

The University has computers on all our campuses for you to use during your 

studies.  These provide access to our core digital learning tools and any specialist 

software required for your course.  You may have scheduled sessions in computer labs or 

other specialist facilities, and you will be able to use open-access PCs for self-study.  

UWE Bristol licenses many specialist software packages for use on personal laptops for the 

duration of your course.  If you’re struggling to meet the financial demands of your course, 

please contact the Student Money Service team for advice and guidance.  

http://cdn0.inwithforward.com/images/bell-hooks-critical-thinking.pdf?mtime=20140729104110
https://www.instagram.com/uweillustration_/
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/health-and-wellbeing/get-disability-support
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/money-and-finance/student-money-service


The key software package used in the Illustration programme is Adobe Creative Suite. 

These packages will run on Windows and Mac devices. For this programme we 

recommend the Intensive Specification. There is no need to rush in buying computer 

equipment before the start of term. Apple offers a generous student discount via UniDays 

once you are registered as a student – so it may be worthwhile waiting and buying the 

machine and spec you really need for your work. 

See the UWE website for detailed information on choosing your IT equipment including 

recommended specifications.  

 
Illustration Equipment List 2025/2026 

Please make sure that you have a good range of good quality equipment and look after it. 

You may already have some of the items listed below and there is a materials shop on the 

Bower Ashton campus where you can purchase from an extensive range of quality art and 

design materials. You can get advice about which are most appropriate as the course          

progresses. There is also a range of art shops near the Arnolfini in the city centre. Online 

options are also available such as: artdiscount.co.uk or cassart.co.uk. Alternative online 

suppliers are also available. 

Please note that you do not need to have all of the items on the equipment list on the day 

you arrive. There will be time to acquire all of the items in the first couple of weeks of term. 

 
 

A3 Sheets of Cartridge Paper (x20) Masking tape 

A4 sketch book A2 Cutting mat 

Range of pencils 2H to 6B Glue stick 

600mm steel rule Scissors 

Stanley Retractable cutting knife Scalpel 

A2 or A3 Portfolio/Portfolio box : 
substantial enough to protect your 
work 

 

Memory stick/portable hard drive & 
cloud storage/Google drive etc 

A selection of colour materials: colour 
pencils; brushes: marker pens; water 
colour paints; acrylic paint; pastels 
(according to your preference and how 
you work) 

 

Collage material – such as old 
Sunday Colour Magazines, Trade 
Publications or Mail Shots 

Putty rubber 
 

 

 
 
 
International students  

The Global Student Support Team offer information and advice to ensure you receive all the 

support you need to get the best from your time at UWE Bristol. They are here to help you 

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/it-services/it-at-home/choosing-it-equipment-for-university
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/it-services/choosing-it-equipment-for-university#section-4
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/courses/international-study/international-student-support


to settle in when you first arrive at UWE Bristol and organise social events to help you to 

adapt to your new environment. 

 
 
Who to contact if you have questions 
 
For any questions about the programme, please contact me: Dr. Stephanie Black via 
email at Stephanie2.Black@uwe.ac.uk  
 

 
Please note: this information has been provided on the assumption that you will meet the 
conditions of your offer and be eligible to take up your place. 
 
Entry: September 2025     Last updated: Spring 2025 

mailto:Stephanie2.Black@uwe.ac.uk
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